PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: THIRD GRADE

aster Pacifica en familia Compositae
Pacific aster (Symphyotrichum chilense)
[image: ]Etymology: symphy in greek = growing together, trich in greek = hair, chilense = of or from Chile *when named this plant was mistakenly thought to grow in Chile
[image: ][image: ]




How I look with ripe fruit.  Each seed is attached to a hairy plume.

Quien soy? 
[image: ]I am a perennial forb.  Perennial means I live for many years and forb means my parts are soft, not woody. I am mostly dormant (shriveled and dead looking) during late fall through winter. I usually bloom from June through as late as December.  I am part of the composite family; my cousins are sunflowers.  Each “flower” is actually a dense cluster of tiny flowers – see each little flower in the close up above?   You are so lucky that I grow naturally in the fields of Fuente Nueva’s campus.  You might have fun in the spring and fall trying to find me.  How many plants can you find?
Datos interestantes! 
· I bloom into the winter when not many other plants have flowers.  Thus I am a critical pollen source for queen bumble bees as they prepare to enter their ground nests for winter dormancy. Don’t worry, they won’t sting you.  Can you spot them in the spring searching for the entrance to their nest?Queen solitary bees don’t have hives.  They enter ground nests in winter and emerge later to collect balls of pollen to feed their babies in spring.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]I am also a nectar source and host plant for checkerspot and crescent butterflies.
· If you collected a pound of my seed you’d have between 800,000 to 1,300,000 seeds!
· [image: ]My seeds can be sprouted any time.  Maybe you’ll want to collect my seeds and try to grow them?

Donde me enquentras? 
I grow naturally right here in the Arcata bottoms.  I also grow in grasslands, meadows and coastal dunes from southwest British Columbia to Southern
California.  When I was named, I was mistakenly thought to grow in Chile in South America.
[image: ]A bumble bee (larger in size) next to a honeybee 

Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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