PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: THIRD GRADE

cornejo de ramita rojo en familia Cornaceae 
redosier dogwood (Cornus sericea) 
Etymology: corn in latin = horn referring to the hard wood, seric in greek = silk probably referring to strong fibers in leaves
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Quien soy?
I am a perennial shrub which means I live for many years and I’m woody. I’m deciduous which means I lose my leaves each winter.  I am easy to recognize by my smooth red bark.  Also, most plants have leaves and branches which are arranged alternately.  Mine are opposite – they originate opposite of each other on my stems.  I also have unique curved veins called arcuate venation.  My veins have elastic fibrovascular bundles.  Try to gently pull one of my leaves in half and you might see these elastic fibers.  My small white flowers are arranged in a loose cluster and the flowers at the top bloom first.  My fruit are small white berries with seeds inside.
Datos interestantes! 
· Because I have so much to offer and grow in so many locations, I have been used by an incredible number of Native American tribes.  I have medicinal properties, my berries were eaten and my branches were prized for dies, baskets, dream catchers and arrow shafts.
· [image: ][image: ][image: ]I am also an essential species for wildlife.  Birds use my branches for nests and eat my berries.  I’m also eaten by black bears, beavers, mountain beavers, rabbits, raccoons, skunks, squirrels, chipmunks, mice, deer, elk, mountain goats and moose.
Donde me enquentras? 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Locally you will see me along creeks and near wetlands.  I live in Mexico, Canada and all of the United States except the southeast.  People plant me to attract birds and for my beauty. 
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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