PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: FIFTH GRADE

lupina de hoja grande en familia Fabaceae
big leaf lupine (Lupinus polyphyllus) 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ][image: ][image: ]Etymology: lupin in latin = of a wolf, referring to an old belief that lupine plants harm soil and livestock (in fact in the Western U.S. sheep and cattle are poisoned by eating Lupine), poly = many, phyll = leafFresh new leaves from root crown
My dry seed pods twist to pop out my seeds

Quien soy? I am a perennial forb.  Perennial means I live for many years and forb means my parts are soft, not woody. I am dormant from late summer until spring.  In spring new leaves will emerge from my root crown.  My palmately compound leaves (with leaflets radiating from a central point like fingers on the palm of a hand) are easy to recognize.  I have many purple flowers attached on an unbranched flower stalk called a raceme.  My fruit looks like a hairy pea pod, but don’t eat me like you would a garden pea.  Soon after my seeds mature they get tossed out by my dry twisting seed pods.
[image: ][image: ]Bulged blobs are nitrogen fixing root nodules which contain bacteria






                      
Datos interestantes! 
· I have a symbiotic relationship with bacteria.  They live in little nodules on my roots.  They give me nitrogen which helps me grow and I give them sugars that I make from the energy of the sun through photosynthesis.
· Some lupine species were eaten by pre-Incan, ancient Egyptian and Roman people.  Don’t eat this one!
· Native bees LOVE me because I make lots of pollen and nectar!  Observe my flowers in spring and you are sure to see bees.
Donde me enquentras? 
[image: ]You will not find me planted into a tire at Fuente.  Instead you will find me growing in the fields close to the tires where I occur naturally – nobody planted me!  I don’t bloom my first year of life.  See if you can track which individuals produce flowers, and which do not.  I am really versatile and can grow in many different habitats.  I hybridize easily and am grown by people for my beauty. I range from the western coast of North America, to the Great Lakes and the north east coast of the United States. 
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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