PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: FOURTH GRADE

flor anaranjada de mono en familia Scrophulariaceae 
orange bush monkeyflower (Diplacus aurantiacus)
*Etymology: dipl in latin = double or two, auranti  in New Latin = orange-colored
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Quien soy?
I am a small perennial semi-deciduous sub-shrub.  This means I am woody like a shrub, but mostly just at the base of my main stem. I live for many years and I can survive a drought by losing all my leaves.  My green leaves are long and narrow.  The edges of my leaves (the margins) roll under and are sticky.  The color of my flowers can range from white to yellow, orange, or red.  My 5 petals are fused to form a floral tube at the base with 5 petal lobes near the top. My fruit is a capsule that changes from green to tan or brown and splits open to expose my seeds. 
[image: ]Checker spot butterfly adult.

[image: ][image: ]Datos interesantesOpen 2 parted stigma left, closed like clapped hands right.
Checker spot caterpillar emerge from cocoons on monkeyflower leaves.  Can you spot any cocoons?

· The stigma (flower part that receives pollen to make seeds) has two flaps which move when touched (they are thigmotrophic)! Touch them gently – you will see them close.  They will probably open back up later.  How long does it take to reopen?
· I have a long blooming season so am a good source of nectar.  I am a primary host plant for the common checker spot butterfly.  Adult checker spots eat my nectar and lay their eggs on my leaves.  Their caterpillars emerge from January through March and then become pupa in cocoons sometime in April.
Donde me enquentras?
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Locally you will find me in rocky areas close to the coastline. I grow from southern Oregon all the way down to southern California, and inland to the Sierra Nevada range. 
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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