	PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: KINDERGARTEN & FIFTH

trillio Pacifico en familia Liliaceae
Pacific trillium (Trillium ovatum) 
[image: ]*Etymology: tri in latin = three, ovat in latin = egg shaped referring to leaves that are wider at base than at tip
Quien soy? 
I am a perennial forb.  Perennial means I live for many years and forb means my parts are soft, not woody. Scientists discovered I can live over 70 years!
They find my age by counting leaf scars on my underground stem.
My leaves wither and die back completely each winter.  I look fresh and new each spring, even when I’m 70!


I make one beautiful 3 parted flower per plant.  All my flowers start out white in early spring and turn purple as they grow old.  Each plant often takes more than 15 years before they flower.  So if I have flowers, I’m probably at least fifteen and often much older.  My leaves have curved veins (arcuate venation) which start from the leaf base.  Can you sketch a picture of my lovely arcuate leaf veins?
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My seed is brown and the "hot dog" I feed the ant is white
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Datos interestantes!
Ants move my seeds and plant them in new places where they can grow.  I reward the ants by giving them a tasty elaiosome (a protein rich food, basically an ant hot dog).  Sometimes yellow jackets plant my seeds too.  Deer like to eat my whole capsule filled with seeds and when seeds get pooped out, they can still grow!  Watch closely when my capsules split open – can you spot any ants?

Donde me enquentras? 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]You will find me growing close by in the redwood forests.  I bloom in early spring; usually in March and April.  I grow in a lot of other places too, from southern British Columbia to central California, eastward to Colorado and up to Southwest Alberta.  Now that you know how special I am and how long I have to live before I can make a single flower-don’t pick me – I’m too special!Flowers become capsules which drop seeds and become seedlings.  After a year or two single leaved young plants become 3 leaved adults. Even after reaching maturity, adult Trillium don’t always make a flower every year.

Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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