PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: KINDERGARTEN

fresa de playa en familia Rosaceae
beach strawberry (Fragaria chiloensis)
Etymology: frag in latin = break or strawberry, ensis in latin = of, belonging to
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Quien soy?
I am a perennial forb.  Perennial means I live for many years.  
Forb means most of my parts are soft, not woody.  Each of my 
leaves are divided into 3 equal parts; they are trifoliate! 
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I also have horizontal stems called stolons.  From each stolon, I can send down roots and grow a new daughter who is exactly like me.  Can you grow my babies in a pot and then transplant them into a flower bed? We make a really nice ground cover. 
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Each of my flowers have 5 white petals. Look at the underside and you will see 5 green sepals (a whirl of flower parts below the petals).  Near the center of my flower I have over 20 stamens.  The stamens are the male parts of the flower and make pollen which bees like to collect.  Can you find any of my flowers?  Do you see any insects visiting them? In the very center of my flower are the pistils- these are the female parts of the flower which make seeds.  After pollination, pistils ripen and turn into strawberries with seeds attached to the outside!
Datos interesantes!
I make small but delicious strawberries.  That is why I was hybridized to create the edible garden strawberry.  I was cherished by Native Americans.  The local Wiyot people ate my fruit and probably still do.
Donde me enquentras? 
[image: ]You will find me growing on the dunes.  I grow as far north as Alaska and as far south as Chile in South America.  My fruit taste so good you might be inspired to write a poem about them! 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Here is a poem by Shell Silverstein: “Are wild strawberries really wild? Will they scratch an adult, will they snap at a child? Should you pet them, or let them run free where they roam? Could they ever relax in a steam-heated home? Can they be trained to not growl at the guests? Will a litterbox work or would they make a mess? Can we make them a Cowberry, herding the cows, or maybe a Muleberry pulling the plows, or maybe a Huntberry chasing the grouse, or maybe a Watchberry guarding the house, and though they may curl up at your feet oh so sweetly can you ever feel that you trust them completely? Or should we make a pet out of something less scary, like the Domestic Prune or the Imported Cherry, Anyhow, you've been warned and I will not be blamed if your Wild Strawberries cannot be tamed.” 
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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