PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: FIFTH GRADE

uva de Oregon en familia Berberidaceae
Oregon grape a.k.a. hollyleaved barberry (Mahonia aquifolium)
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]*Etymology: Mahonia named after Am. Horticulturist MacMahon, aquifolium refers to holly like leaves 
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Due to a close resemblance, the scientific name came from Ilex aquifolium which is the name for English holly.


Quien soy? 
I am a perennial broadleaf evergreen shrub.  I live for many years, am woody and keep my thick, shiny, dark green leaves throughout the winter.  My leaves are pinnately compound, which means each leaf is divided into smaller leaflets which are arranged on the opposite side of a rachis (leaf stalk on a compound leaf).  What looks like many leaves is a single leaf divided into numerous smaller leaflets (usually 5-13). I make many yellow flowers on a raceme (an unbranched flower stalk).  My flowers become tart round dark purple berries which have seeds inside (usually 0-9 seeds/berry).
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[image: ]Datos interesantes!
· I am the state flower of Oregon.
· Animals eat my berries and people turn them into jam.
· Native Americans made yellow die from my bark and wood.
· I have many medicinal properties.  Notably I was used to treat syphilis and am currently used to effectively treat psoriasis.
· If you dried my seeds you’d get about 149,000 seeds/kg
Donde me enquentras?
[image: ]I am planted in flower beds throughout Humboldt County and I grow naturally in local conifer forests.  I range from Northern California up to B.C. and east into Northern Idaho.
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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