PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: FIRST GRADE

[image: ]la iris de Douglas en familia Iridaceae
Douglas iris (Iris douglasiana) 
*Etymology: iris in greek = a kind of lily, douglasiana named after Scottish plant collector David Douglas
[image: ][image: ]

Dry open capsule with seeds released.


Quien soy?  
I am a perennial forb.  Perennial means I live for many years and forb means my parts are soft, not woody. My leaves are  evergreen so they don’t completely wither up and disappear each winter like Trillium.  They are long and narrow with parallel venation (veins run side by side and have the same distance between them).  I am easy to recognize even when I don’t have flowers because my leaves overlap at the base creating a fan like appearance.  My flowers are yellow and purple and usually bloom from May to June. My fruit is a capsule which contains 20 to 80 seeds!  As soon as my seeds are ripe they fall out of their capsule.  You’ll have to watch closely to see them.
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Datos interestantes! 
· My sepals have yellow patches and purple veins which advertise: find bee food here! Imagine my sepal is an airport runway and the bee is an airplane.  My stripes are like landing strips – they guide bees straight in where they can land and get nectar.  In return for the nectar I give them, they carry my pollen away on their backs where they will later deposit it onto a different iris flower so we can make seeds together.
· In Northwestern California my leaves were harvested in great numbers by Native Americans who made prized nets, string, rope, snares and jewelry out of me.  From each leaf they removed one single strong and silky fiber! This took a lot of work but it was worth it. 

Donde me enquentras? 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]I like to grow in grassy areas near the coast.  Locally you will see me at Patrick’s Point State Park, Elk Head and in all sorts of openings throughout our local forests.  I grow along the coast from north Santa Barbara County all the way up into Oregon. 
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
image3.jpeg




image4.jpeg
yellow patch
(signal)




image5.jpg




image6.jpeg




image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




