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Positive Norms to Encourage in Math Class


By Jo Boaler





 Everyone can learn math to the highest levels.  Encourage students to believe in themselves.  There is no such thing as a “math” person.  Everyone can reach the highest levels they want to, with hard work.





Mistakes are valuable.  Mistakes grow your brain!  It is good to struggle and make mistakes.








Questions are really important.  Always ask questions, always answer questions.  Ask yourself:  why does that make sense?





Math is about creativity and making sense.  Math is a very creative subject that is, at its core, about visualizing patterns and creating solution paths that others can see, discuss and critique.








Math is about connections and communicating.  Math is a connected subject, and a form of communication.  Represent math in different forms (e.g. words, a picture, a graph, an equation) and link them.  Color code!





Depth is much more important than speed.  Top mathematicians think slowly and deeply.








Math class is about learning, not performing.  Math is a growth subject. It takes time to learn and it is all about effort.
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Important dates:


Sept. 26:  Min. day


Sept. 30:  Assemblies, movie night


Oct. 4:  Ann Leon trains 5th


Oct. 7:  Staff dev. Day


Oct. 10-14:  Conference week


Oct. 13:  IEP/SST day


Oct. 20:  CA Shakeout drill


Oct. 22:  Sat. School


Oct. 28:  IEP/SST day


Oct. 31:  Halloween Monday





Kudos Corner








Special ed teachers, psychs, and service providers:  We appreciate your knowledge, communication, and expertise.  Thank you!!








