PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: FOURTH GRADE

Corteza nueve Pacifica en familia Rosaceae
Pacific ninebark (Physocarpus capitatus)
[image: ]*Etymology: phys in Greek = bladder, carpus in Greek = fruit, capit in Latin = the head
[image: ][image: ]
Quien soy? 
I am a perennial shrub which means I live for many years and I’m woody. I’m deciduous which means I lose my leaves each winter.  I am easy to recognize by my reddish-brown papery bark that peels off in long thin layers.  My deciduous leaves are arranged alternately upon my stems (like Ribes).  My leaves are palmately lobed (lobed from a common point like the fingers from a hand) with 3-7 lobes.  I have small white flowers arranged in a dense head. My flowers turn into inflated (swollen or expanded like a balloon) red fruits which open when dry and brown.
[image: ][image: ]Datos interestantes!Inflated red fruit with seeds inside.

[image: ]Under my leaves are tiny stellate hairs (you’ll need a microscope to see these sharp star-shaped hairs).  Partly because of my pokey hairs animals don’t like to eat me.   But I provide important cover and nesting habitat for birds. I grow easily from cuttings so I’m often used in streamside restoration projects.


A picture of my stellate hairs under magnification
Red fruit turn dry and brown then open to release seeds.

Donde me enquentras? 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Locally, you might find me near a creek.  I range from California to Alaska, Montana and Utah to the east.  I’m often found in wetlands, but also in thickets along rivers and other moist forest habitats. 
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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