PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: THIRD GRADE

borla de seda en familia Garryaceae
wavyleaf silktassel (Garrya elliptica)
[bookmark: _GoBack]*Etymology: ellip in Greek = elliptical referring to leaf shape, Garrya after horticulturist Nicholas Garry
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Female flowers become berries with seeds inside-they become dark brown with age.
Female flowers on catkins.
Opposite leaves and opposite branching.

Quien soy?
I am a perennial broadleaf evergreen shrub. This means I live for many years, I’m woody, and my big leaves stay on through the winter.  Like dogwood, my leaves are arranged on my stem in an opposite pattern – the leaves are in pairs coming from opposite sides of the stem (vs. salal which is alternate).  Unlike dogwood, my thick leathery leaves don’t fall off each winter.  My tiny flowers occur on catkins.  Catkins are a collection of small flowers on a spike and are usually wind pollinated.  Indeed, my flowers are wind pollinated – this means I don’t attract insects or other animals to pollinate me.  Notice my lack of showy petals and bright colors which serve to attract animals.
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Open male flowers release yellow pollen grains.

Mature male catkins dangle like tassels when open.

Closed male flowers on catkins; before flowers open, catkins are stiff.


I am the only native plant at Fuente Nueva which is dioecious!  Di in greek means separate and oecus in greek means houses.  This means my male flowers live on separate plants than my female flowers!  Every other plant you’ve learned about is monoecious – has male and female parts on the same plant (in most cases even the same flower).  My female plants are the only ones who can make fruit and seeds.  Interestingly, the plants at Fuente are young and haven’t flowered yet so we don’t know if we have male, female or both.  Over the years, you might be the first to find out!
Datos interestantes! 
I bloom in winter – generally December to February.  My male plants are used horticulturally because of my striking winter bloom of dangling catkins.  If you like watching birds, plant me – birds love hanging out on my branches.
[image: ]Donde me enquentras? Locally you will see me close to the coast like Trinidad head or Patrick’s Point State Park. I only grow in Southern Oregon and Northern California. 
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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