	PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: SECOND GRADE

grossela de flor roja en familia Grossulariaceae
redflower currant (Ribes sanguinium) 
*Etymology: ribes in Arabic = a plant with sour sap, sangui in Latin = blood, grossul in late latin = gooseberry
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Quien soy?
I am a perennial shrub which means I live for many years and I’m woody. I’m deciduous which means I lose my leaves each winter.  My leaves are arranged on my stem in an alternating pattern (leaves and branches come off one at a time vs. in pairs on opposite sides of a stem) and they have 3-5 rounded lobes. I have lovely pendant (dangly) axillary (coming from leaf axils) racemes (unbranched flower stalks).  My flowers bloom in early spring usually starting in March.  In the fall flowers turn into berries, which are a darkish blue with a whitish coating; they mature during mid-summer and have seeds inside.
[image: ]Datos interesantes! 
· I am drought tolerant and am widely used in restoration plantings.
· My showy flowers provide important early spring nectar for bees, hummingbirds and butterflies.  My leaves are eaten by over two dozen moth and butterfly species and I provide nesting cover for song birds and small mammals.
· Sometimes my flowers will bloom before my leaves fully emerge.
· 100 pounds of my berries contains 4 pounds of seed.  Each pound of my seed contains 284,000 seeds!
· [image: ]Even though my berries are tart, they are used to make pies, jams, and jellies. Native Americans ate them both fresh and dried. 



Donde me enquentras? 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Locally you will find me in meadows, and near creeks.  Maybe you would like to grow me in your yard? I can be purchased at many of our local nurseries. I grow from Santa Barbara County in California in the south up to southwestern B.C. in the north.  I’m mostly found west of the Cascades.  I can grow from sea level up to 6,000 feet in elevation! 
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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