PLANTAS NATIVAS DE FUENTE NUEVA: SECOND GRADE

salal en familia Ericaceae
salal (Gaultheria shallon) 
[image: ][image: ][image: ]*etymology: gaultheria after J-F Gaultier 18th Century Canadian botanist, shallon/salal- from the Chinook (Native American) vernacular name kikw-salu
Quien soy? 
I am a broadleaf evergreen shrub which means I’m woody and my leaves stay on through the winter.  Feel how thick and leathery they are – I invest a lot of energy in these and they each stay on for 2-4 years.  My leaves are simple (they aren’t lobed or divided into leaflets) and they are alternate: arranged in an alternating pattern along my stem.  My flowers grow on a raceme which is an unbranched flower stalk.  My flower stalks can come from a terminal bud at the tip of my stem or further down the stem from an axillary bud (between the leaves and main stem).  My flowers are urn-shaped just like my cousins, the huckleberries.  My dark purple fruit are edible, but not as tasty as huckleberries.  
[image: ]Datos interestantes!
· My evergreen leaves provide important winter forage for deer, elk and mountain beaver
· My fruit are eaten by many birds and small mammals. Native Americans ate my fruit fresh and mixed them with kinnikinnick.  My leaves are a good makeshift cup.
· The bulk of my body is underground as I make extensive roots.  I sprout back quickly after fires because of my massive root system.
· My stem has a zig-zag appearance as it changes direction at each node (point on stem where leaf comes off).
· My flowers are “buzz” pollinated.  A bumblebee grabs a flower and rapidly moves their flight muscles creating a vibration which shakes out my pollen.  Only 8% of all flowers in the world are buzz pollinated.  A service only rendered by native bees, not European honeybees.
[image: ]


Donde me enquentras? 
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]I am a common shrub in redwood forests and Douglas fir forests too. When you look for trillium blooming in the spring, you might notice me also. I grow from southern California all the way north to Alaska. 
Information and nomenclature from USDA NRCS PLANTS National Database 2014.  
Compiled by Maureen Jules and Elizabeth Rodriguez.  Photos from open sources which didn’t prohibit use.
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