Watershed Health Lesson 5: River Restoration Project

Overview: Students will work in groups to identify the stressors in a hypothetical river system. They will then create a restoration plan to deal with the problems and will create a poster to share their ideas.
Objectives:
· Students will identify human impacts on a river system and design methods for minimizing the impacts.

Materials
· River Restoration handout
· Poster paper
· Colored pencils, pens, rulers, etc.

Teacher Preparation
· Copy student handout and prepare materials for poster making.

Lesson Plan
1. Introduce the activity to students by telling them that they are being called upon to work as consultants for an engineering project for a troubled river in northern CA. 
2. Hand out the project sheet and have students read the situation of the river. They should highlight or underline at least four things they see as problematic about the watershed. Have students share them out and list them on the board. 
3. In their teams, have students brainstorm ideas for improving or solving each of the problems the class came up with. Remind them that the budget for the project is good, but not extravagant and that solutions that cost less money are preferred.
4. The groups must then determine which solutions are the best and would be most effective for restoring the health of the watershed. 
5. They will then make a poster to show the 3-5 solutions they have chosen.
6. After posters are completed (this may take more than one period), have each group present their ideas to the class using their poster to illustrate. Have all students write what aspects of the poster making they helped with in a short statement next to their name on the back of the poster before turning it in.
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