Name:  __________________________

When will it flood?  Part 2:  Making Predictions
Directions:   Using your graphs from “When Will it Flood”  Part 1 and the two week forecast wunderground.com, make a graphical prediction of your local area river flow.   This lesson is best done during a rainy month.  

1. Find the the forecast calendar on wunderground.com, find your local area forecast for the current month and click on “calendar.”   Make two graphs, either by hand or using spreadsheet software, for precipitation and temperature forecasts for the next 10 days.   Interpret both both graphs.   Do you see any trends?  Are there any significant days of rain or changes in temperature?  How might these changes affect river flows?




2. Compare these graphs with your 30 day river flow and precipitation graphs from pt. 1.    How does the precipitation forecast compare with the last 30 days?    



3. Using your past 30 days and forecast graphs, draw a predictive graph of what you think the streamflow will look like for the next 10 days.   

4. How accurate do you think you graph is?   How did your graph compare with others?   





5. (five days later)   Using the five day river flow graph from dreamflows.com and  wunderground.com to see how accurate the forecast was, compare the first five days in your predictive graph to the actual.  How accurate was your prediction?     If you could adjust your graph for the next five days, what might you do?



6. (10 days later)   How accurate was your prediction for the next five days?   




7. What are all the factors you would have to consider when trying to predict river flow?


